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LRID BOARD MEETING NEWS 

February 22, 2021 

LRID Spring Conference Update 

Spring is right around the corner and LRID’S virtual 

spring conference will be held April 24, 2021.  The 

conference will be one day with two different 

workshops presented by Brea Cross-Caldwell.  Please 

check out all the details on the flier on pages 5-8 and 

visit LRID’S website www.lrid.org to register.  Early-bird 

pricing ends March 20, 2021. The LRID board looks 

forward to seeing you online!! 

Conference announcement in ASL can be viewed at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1vjG9YjCQg 

Policy and Procedure Manual (PPM) Recruitment 

The LRID Board is seeking at least 1-2 people per the 

following positions (listed below) to work with the board 

of directors to develop a Policy and Procedure Manual 

(PPM).  This is a great opportunity to learn more about 

LRID and how we operate.  In order to participate, you 

must be a LRID member in good standing.   

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

February is Black History Month and LRID wanted to 
share with you a video about “Celebrating and 
Preserving Black American Sign Language” that was 
shared by New Orleans Black Deaf Advocates 
(NOBDA).  To view the video click on the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyCdz3Y_EdI 

 

LRID decided to celebrate Black History Month by 
interviewing and highlighting two individuals within the 
community, who are: a deaf and hearing duo, husband 
and wife, a Deaf advocate and interpreter, and other 
roles they maintain.  LRID conducted an interview with 
Ester and Shelley McAllister.  To view the interview, 
click the link below: 

Interview Link: 

https://youtu.be/3XF8GoxSbIE 

 

Transcript: 

Shelley: Hi, my name is Shelley McAllister and this is 
my husband.(gestures to the man sitting 

next to her) 

Ester: Hello, I’m Ester McAllister. 

Shelley: We are here today because Jazmyne and 
Dawn, LRID’S President and Vice President, asked us 
to share a short story about our lives, growing up in 
New Orleans, interpreting, etc. The two of them made a 
list of questions that we are going to follow and I hope 
you enjoy our story…ok. 

Shelley: I’m from New Orleans, grew up in New 
Orleans and lived in New Orleans my entire live, except 
for 2 years after hurricane Katrina in 2005. We lived in 
Maryland with my oldest brother and his family during 
that time. 

Ester: Hello! Really, I was born in Brookhaven, 
Mississippi and stayed there two or three months while 
my mom helped take care of my grandma, and then we 
moved to Baton Rouge. I grew up in Baton Rouge and 
graduated from school in Baton Rouge. I moved to 
New Orleans afterwards and lived here for about 40 
years now. 

Shelley: I was wondering about your school experience 
growing up. Can you tell me a little bit about that? Was 
your school a black, white or mixed school? 

continued on page 2 

continued on page 2 
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All interested members must submit the form below by 

March 17, 2021.  Once you’ve completed the form, 

LRID Board will review all applicants.  Two individuals 

from each category will be selected and those 

individuals will be notified via email over the next 2 

weeks from the submission deadline. 

List of positions: 

1. Board of Directors positions and responsibilities 

(President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Member at 

Large) 

2. Membership (categories, fees, nominations) 

3. Conference (Pre, during, post, also include rotation 

of conference locations, interpreter coordinators, etc.) 

4. Financial (record keeping, audit, Secretary of State 

info, etc.) 

5. Fundraising 

ASL Video Announcement:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2blfDAgU6c&t=5s 

Link for the recruitment form: 

https://lrid.us3.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=840e18be9b52320cc1821a

c52&id=fb218c95a3&e=19468f027c 

 

 

 

 

 

continued from page 1 

 Ester: My school was the State School for the Deaf 
Negroes. Back then we were segregated and the 
campuses were close to Southern University (SU). I 
went to the same school until I graduated. The teachers 
there only finger spelled and did not use Sign 
Language. Most of the deaf that attended the school 
gestured or used signs that were borrowed from 
Mississippi, Texas, or made up their own signs and also 
used the signs they learned. I remember my mother’s 
signing was different and she went to school in 
Mississippi. It was fascinating and I accepted their 
differences and joined in on the conversations. I used 
some signs from Mississippi, and some signs from 
Louisiana. 
 
Shelley: Did you graduate from State School for the 
Deaf? 
 
Ester: Yes, I attended 1st grade until I graduated in 
1973. Let me back up a little….I remember my mom 
asking me if I wanted to move to the Louisiana School 
for the Deaf, but I said I didn’t want to. One traumatic 
experience I remember was going to the bathroom near 
the water fountain and having my mom pull me back 
which scared me and tell me don’t touch that one, 
and to look at the signs that say, “white only” or 
“black/colored only”. I was puzzled by that.. I wondered 
what they would do if I entered the wrong one, so I 
asked my mom and she told me maybe hang you or 
beat you. With that etched in my mind, I refused to go to 
a white school until I heard rumors that the schools will 
merge around 1970’s. I was looking forward to that 
happening, however I graduated in 1973 and they didn’t 
merge until 1978 to a white and black school. 
 
Shelley: Interesting, it’s almost the same as my story, 
however I grew up going to a Catholic school for 1st-6th 
grade and then we moved to another area in the city. 
During that time I decided to try public school. There 
was a new Junior High School that merged white and 
black. The name of the school was Gregory Junior High 
School. I think I was 1 out of 9 black students 
that entered the 7th grade there. My experience from a 
small, Catholic, all black elementary school to junior 
high school was a little bit different because I didn’t 
know any white people and I started meeting white 
people who became friends. Then, one day a white girl 
approached me and said “Shelley, I’m sorry I can’t 
continue being friends with you. “ I said, “Why”? She 
said, “My brother told me that black and white can’t be 
friends and you are black.” I was like I know I’m black, 
but I didn’t think white and black couldn’t be friends, I’ve 
never heard that. Anyways, that year me and my black 
friends hung out in a group together, had lunch 
together, had class together and together after school. 
The following year, my mom asked if I wanted to stay at 
the same school and I told her no I don’t feel  

(continue on page 3) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2blfDAgU6c&t=5s
https://lrid.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=840e18be9b52320cc1821ac52&id=fb218c95a3&e=19468f027c
https://lrid.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=840e18be9b52320cc1821ac52&id=fb218c95a3&e=19468f027c
https://lrid.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=840e18be9b52320cc1821ac52&id=fb218c95a3&e=19468f027c
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comfortable with too many white kids and a few black kids. The teachers were alright but I didn’t feel comfortable. I felt 
comfortable with my elementary school friends, so my mom and dad decided to move me to an all-black Junior High 
School called Frederick Junior High School. I had 8th grade there with all black students. Now comparing the schools, 
the white school had gym, computer, books, etc. and the black school had nothing, no books, the teacher would make 
copies. I remember the ditto paper, the purple paper and the crank copier and that is all we had, no books. We 
appreciated that and continued with our learning. Ninth grade I went to an all-black high school and that year was 
fine.It was different back then when comparing white and black schools. We were separate, but not equal but we 
enjoyed the social part…ok. 
 
Shelley: Another question says…where do we work? Right now I work at Sorenson as a VRS interpreter. I’ve worked 
there part-time for about 14 years. Before that, I was a teacher. Iretired after 20 years teaching deaf and hard-of-
hearing students Secondary English in high school. Since I’ve retired as a teacher, I work mostly at Sorenson and also 
do a little community interpreting. 
 
Ester: I remember when I graduated from Delgado College it was hard finding a job here. I moved to Baltimore, 
Maryland and got lucky and found a job in orthopedics/ prosthetics, making the fake arms with the claw hands or 
braces. During that time I was flying back and forth when my parents became ill, my grandma passed away and then 
my grandpa passed away. This was all within a one year span, which I went back and forth five times, so I gave up 
and moved back to Louisiana. You know it was hard to find work in Louisiana, so I searched and searched and finally 
got lucky and found a job. At first I was looking for jobs through contacts that I knew through Vocational Rehabilitation. 
While I was there, Father Gerald Howell recognized me and asked if I would mind working as a social worker on a 
case. I was like “no”. He told me “you can”. In the back of my mind I was thinking, “can I do the job, let me see, I’m the 
only black individual in an area where a lot of black deaf were frustrated because the communication styles between 
black and white signers are different.” I like a challenge, so I accepted the job. I would get assignments and go work 
with a man named,Jim Gibbs, who was a licensed social worker and my job title was case manager. I would go with 
Jim to assignments and black people would get so excited. I would find out what the problem was and facilitate 
communication back and forth and I did this for almost 28 years with the deaf black community until hurricane Katrina 
hit and they shut down Deaf Action Center that was under the Catholic Church. I started lookingfor another job and got 
a job at Sorenson Video Relay Company doing installations of video phones all over the New Orleans area. Later, the 
FCC had a problem with Sorenson expanding too much throughout the US and other companies like Purple and 
ZVRS were smaller companies, so Sorenson had to lay off some of their installers and I was one of them who was 
laid off. I went looking for another job and luckily someone at Delgado Community College asked me if I would be 
interested in tutoring in the ASL Lab, I didn’t mind doing that and I’ve worked there ever since. Sometimes someone 
will need a deaf Interpreter and I will go interpret and also at this time I’m working with deaf-blind doing tactile 
interpreting. 
 
Shelley: Interesting! Another question…Why did you become involved in working as a deaf interpreter? Explain why 
you wanted to help people? 
 
Ester: Really, I saw the frustrations in the black community such as my mother’s signing, black community at school 
and the white community and all three are different styles and I socialized and experienced all the various styles, so 
that is why I help facilitate communication and love the Deaf community. 
 
Shelley: My experience was a long time ago when I first watched a movie with Patty Duke called the Miracle Worker, 
and it sparked the thought that when I become an adult I want to be a teacher for the Deaf. Also, I loved the way they 
taught Helen Keller so that also made me interested in becoming a teacher. First, I started interpreting because there 
was not a program for Deaf Education in New Orleans. I went to Delgado for 5 years; two years to get an Associate’s 
degree in interpreting and then transferred to UNO for elementary education to become a teacher, and then I 
continued on and got my master’s degree in Special Education. It was a long journey but then I finally started teaching 
deaf children until 2015. After 20 years and 3 months of teaching I retired. Thank you! 
 
Shelley: Also wants to know, what is your experience growing up in New Orleans as a black deaf or black hearing 
individual? Honestly for me, I grew up near the St. Bernard (Housing Development) and it was an all black community 
and I didn’t know about other black or whitecommunities. Everything I needed was in my community and 
neighborhood such as my friends and school, so we didn’t go out of our community. For example the saying, “blacks 
sit in the back of the bus”, I didn’t know that because I didn’t experience it because my grandma had a car and we 
drove places. Again, I didn’t know that black and whites had problems because we were all black kids playing together 
until I was in the 7th grade and then I understood. The whites were a different group of people with different ideas than 
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mine and I wasn’t used to that but I learned that over the years and it was a good experience growing up. Today I see 
some discrimination; the same as in the past, some things haven’t changed in almost 62 years I’ve been here so I 
hope one day we see some changes happen as well. 
 
Ester: I remember during my college years playing basketball, that the black kids would gather together in one area 
and the white kids would gather in another area. Every now and then a few of us would mingle with the white kids 
group and play basketball and I would look over to the black kids and feel guilty and wonder if they thought I was a 
snob. When I would join the black kids I felt like I belonged and when I joined the white group I had to pick and choose 
who I talked to. The black kids I was used to because I grew up with them. Both groups were different. Blacks knew 
me from growing up, joining the deaf club and helping with setting up things such as basketball, discussions on how to 
get INC (Incorporated) with our Black Deaf Club, and how to improve our club. We would always say thank you and 
we appreciate it. (Ester just went off subject) I have two children, one boy and one girl. My first wife was deaf and we 
separated and then later I fell in love with her (points to Shelley). I met her once at a workshop, and then saw her at a 
conference and we would chat. We were together for almost 6 years and decided to get married. Now we’ve been 
together for 32 years. 
 
Shelley: Timing was good. I think we met first at a workshop but we were both married. The second time we met, I 
think I had just separated but he (looking at Ester) was still married. We met for the third time at a workshop or 
conference and you (pointing at Ester) told me that you had just separated. Then the fourth time, he and I went to a 
movie and I was thinking how do you go to a movie with a deaf person? That means I will be stuck interpreting the 
movie because there weren’t any closed captions back then. 
 
Ester: Right! That was why I pulled her close to me while she interpreted and it felt better, I would then ask her, “What 
did they say?” 
 
Shelley: You couldn’t see it was dark in the movie. The movie was “Children of a Lesser God” with Marlee Matlin. We 
saw that but it was hard to see the signing in the movie because of the bright light in your face, but I recall Marlee 
Matlin signing good. The second date…(looks at Ester) 
 
Ester: Ball, Mardi Gras Ball 
 
Shelley: (nods head) Mardi Gras ball with the deaf group, SNOAD (Ester shakes his head no)…no 
 
Ester: No, Catholic, Hard of hearing, ICDA (Krewe of Dauphine). 
 
Shelley: ICDA 
 
Shelley : They had a Mardi Gras ball every year and we met up there. After the ball I think we went to the daiquiri 
shop. 
 
Ester: Good memory! 
 
Shelley: (head nod) I remember that. Time went by and after 6 years of living together, we decided to get married, but 
we were a little bit scared because people would say, “Deaf and hearing relationships won’t last!” My hearing friends 
said it won’t work, you will become bored, etc., but we’ve been together 32 years. His friends told him the same thing. 
 
Ester: Yes. They told me hearing people are high (above) and you are low. But I looked at the positive side and would 
see how things work out and I got lucky so we married and we have been together since. 
 
Shelley: We have 3 children between the two of us. Two from his first marriage and I have a daughter from my first 
marriage. They are all adults now and doing fine. I want to thank Jazmyne and Dawn for giving us this opportunity to 
talk about growing up, a history of New Orleans, and the Deaf Community for Black History Month. Thank you! Love 
ya’ll! Bye! 
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